Simchat Torah – Energy Use & Ways to Reduce it

Simchat Torah, or “rejoicing with the Torah” is the annual cycle where the reading of the Torah is completed and we begin reading the Torah from the beginning, from the Book of Genesis. As we celebrate Simchat Torah this month, have a look in the book of Genesis for places where God shows us that everything is interconnected. When surveying all of creation, God saw "all that God had made, and found it very good." Furthermore, since God's presence is everywhere and with everything, there should be no "elsewhere" to dump our refuse, no "other" to exploit. 

The whole world is God's "backyard," and we ignore this interconnectedness only at our peril. Leviticus Rabbah 4:6 (see Tesefta Bava Kamma, end of Chapter 2 and Bava Kamma 50b for similar examples) teaches us that the world is like a boat - only fools would drill holes under their seat and say to the rest of the passengers, "it is no concern of yours; I only drilled under my seat." 

We in the United States, with only 4% of the world’s population are responsible for 25% of all of the greenhouse gas emissions. Based on current trends, greenhouse gas emissions are expected to raise temperatures worldwide 2.5 -12 degrees by the beginning of the next century, resulting in rising seas, major weather and agricultural disruptions, environmental refugees, migrating diseases and other dangers which most harm the planets poor and vulnerable. Carbon dioxide or CO2 is the largest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions. 

As we begin the cycle of reading the Torah from the beginning to the end, what small changes can we begin to make to reduce our current energy use and stop the cycle of increasing energy use in our country? As Jews, reducing our dependency on foreign oil and gas makes sense from so many different angles.  
Three Facts about energy use: 

1. Did you know that a dripping hot tap can leak as much water as a person uses for a shower every day – Make sure all your faucets are shut!

2. Did you know that turning down your thermostat 2 degrees in the winter and up 2 degrees in the summer can save more than 2000 lbs of CO2?
3. Did you know that today's passenger cars in the US average just 24 miles per gallon, the lowest level since 1980.? In the early 20th century, by comparison, Ford's Model T got 28.5 miles per gallon. For each gallon of gas your car burns, it releases about 19 pounds of carbon dioxide. So, if you tune your car, so that you could average just three extra miles per gallon, you'd save about 1,000 pounds of CO2 emissions a year, based on an average mileage of 12,000 a year. 
Three things we will try to do at Beth Rishon to reduce our energy: 

1. Turn out lights in rooms that aren’t being used, 
2. Look into repairing worn weather striping around windows and doors to reduce energy leaks.
3. Encourage all our students to turn off the water at all bathroom taps. 
Reducing energy use isn’t only good for the environment, it is also helps us reduce our energy bills as well!

