Congratulations Beth Rishon! 

After a competitive application process, we have been selected by Greenfaith, an interfaith organization based in New Brunswick, NJ, to be a participant in Greenfaith’s “Sustainable Sanctuaries” program. This program is the first of its kind in the country, and helps congregations to model environmentally sustainable behavior to their members and communities and to become centers of religious environmental excellence. The program will provide us with guidance and resources over the next 18-24 months to integrate care for the environment into our worship and education, facility management and social outreach. 


Over the next several months we will be defining our plan with Greenfaith whereby we will choose from a Menu of Options, five environmental initiatives to complete over the next 24 months, with resources and assistance from Greenfaith. 


Beth Rishon joins other New Jersey synagogues including, B’nai Abraham of Livingston, Beth Israel of Ridgewood, and B’Nai Keshet of Montclair, as a participant in the Sustainable Sanctuaries program. Though our environmental committee, T’Green Olam, we are already working on a wide range of initiatives that will fit in very nicely to the Sustainable Sanctuaries umbrella program. 


As background, Greenfaith was founded in 1992 to “inspire, educate and mobilize people of diverse spiritual backgrounds to rediscover third relationship with the sacred in nature and to restore the earth for future generations”. In 2006, GreenFaith’s Executive Director, Fletcher Harper, was named New Jersey’s “Environmental Leader of the Year” by Gov. Jon Corzine. 
T’Green Olam Committee members would like to thank our President, Laura Freeman, Rabbi Emert, and Cantor Mamber for being supportive during this application process. 

